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EXT. FLOYD S HOUSE - MORNI NG 1

Up drives HANK (30) -- J.C -Penney-nodel good | ooks, dressed
sharp for work. He SINGS along to a SKA CD

HANK
(si ngi ng)
You-don't-know, but I'"'mlov-in'-you

AL- VWAYS. ..
He FROANS at his watch, but doesn't m ss a beat..
HANK ( CONT' D)
(si ngi ng)

Now Fl oyd-is-late, and I got-to-get
BAY- GULLS. .

...and HONKS in rhythm Then he pulls out a DAILY PLANNER

Qut comes FLOYD (28), office good-old-boy, in need of a
hai rcut and shave. He HURRIES for the car, but..

Two ATTRACTI VE YOUNG WOMVEN pass on the sidewal k. He sl ows. ..

FLOYD
Gooood nornin', |adies...

The wonmen LAUGH awkwar dly.

HANK (O S.)
Today, Fl oyd!

I NT. BAGEL SHOP - MORNI NG 2
They open the door onto a VERY LONG LINE. Hank nmakes a face.

FLOYD
Cone on, you're gonna |ive.

They join the Iine, and slo-o-owWy nove up...

FLOYD ( CONT' D)
You get way too caught up in
triflin' details.

HANK
I"ma programmer. My job is
triflin details.

FLOYD
They're just distractions ...
(1 ooki ng down)
Ooh, I ndyweek. ..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

Fl oyd's POV of the |ocal independent newspaper -- on the
cover is a SKA BAND with the headline "ROCKEFELLERS BACK." He
pi cks one up.

HANK
There's a good piece on the
Rockefellers in the front..

FLOYD
Oh really?

DELI BERATELY, Floyd flips to the BACK of the paper.

FLOYD ( CONT' D)
Al | care about is the personals.
"Wnen Seeking Wnen' is |ike
direct deposit for the spank bank.

HANK
VWw, don't need to know that...

FLOYD
Sorry, princess. Maybe 'M ssed
Connections' is nore your speed.
(readi ng, fake-sexy voice)
' Tuesday at Wol e Foods. You -
yell ow shirt and great smle. M -
plaid skirt and boots. Sparks?

Hank SM LES, and he happens to have a great smle.

HANK
That's why these are ridicul ous.
The odds of whoever it was actually
reading this... And | was in Wole
Foods on Tuesday.

FLOYD
Yeah, | bet every nerd in the world
gets his hummus there at |unch..
How about: 'Nearly bunped into you
at the G ounds Central bathroom
| ast Friday. Too shy to ask your
nane. Want to know ni ne?

HANK
That's weird. | was at G ounds
Central on Friday.

BEAT. They | ook at each other. Floyd returns to the paper.
FLOYD

Un You went to the Critical Stop
show on Saturday, right?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

HANK
Yeah.
FLOYD
Do you renenber a..
(readi ng)
"shy redhead in Arny of Darkness T-
shirt'?
HANK
I dunno, 1've been so focused on

this project at work...

FLOYD
Dude! Too focused for a REDHEAD?

They're finally at the register. The HOI COUNTER G RL beans
at them and Hank all but SHUTS DOMWN with shyness.

HOT COUNTER G RL
What can | get for you?

HANK
Uh... Um..

FLOYD
W' ||l take two of your Dirty Dozen.

HOT COUNTER G RL
That's a lot of dirty.

Hank responds with the MOST AWKWARD LAUCGH I N THE WORLD.
FLOYD
Monday, bagel shop, you | aughed
like a sea lion
I NT. OFFICE, CHERYL'S CUBE - LATER 3

Pretty, petite brunette CHERYL (28) faces off against plain,
serious DEBRA (30) over STEAM NG COFFEE MJGS. They CLINK

CHERYL
On three... One... Two...

They CHUG the scal ding coffee. Debra flinches first and YELLS
with pain.

CHERYL ( CONT' D)
Pay up. ..

Debra pays her a FIVE DOLLAR BILL

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

Beyond the cube wall, past COAMRKERS going to the neeting,
Hank and Fl oyd RUN t hrough the frame wi th huge bagel bags.

Fl oyd reappears.

FLOYD
Gooood nornin', Cheryl..

HANK (O S.)
Cone on!

I NT. OFFI CE, CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 4

We get only a peek as our heroes |eap back and the Coworkers
ATTACK t he bagel s |i ke I NSANE STARVI NG WOLVERI NES.

I NT. OFFI CE, CHERYL'S CUBE - LATER 5

FIl oyd PLUNKS a bagel down on Cheryl's desk. She keeps
wor ki ng, her back to him

FLOYD
Saved ya one.

CHERYL
Thanks.

Fl oyd stares a nonent.
CHERYL ( CONT' D)

For the last time, | |like ny
resolution this |low...

FLOYD
I need you to ask out Hank.

She hi des her interest.

CHERYL
Hank? \Wy?

FLOYD
For science. It's very inportant.

CHERYL
["1l... catch up with himat |unch

FLOYD
No, do it now, while he's working.

CHERYL
Ugh. Fl oyd, what are you up to?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

FLOYD
I"'mtellin" you, it's for science.
But if you're not a real scientist,
that's cool. A lot of wonen go to
college to get their M R S
degr ee.

Oh no he didn't. Cheryl shoots her a SLO- O ON BURN. . .

I NT. OFFICE, HANK'S CUBE - LATER 6
Cheryl leans over Hank's wall. He's totally imrersed in his
code, LOUDLY TYPI NG t hrough the whol e conversation
CHERYL
Mornin', Hank..
HANK
Morni n' .
CHERYL

I was thinking about doing the new

sushi place for lunch. You up for
it?

HANK
Up for it, down for it, you know I
love it sweet, pink and raw, but
unfortunately | have to concentrate
on this...

CHERYL
| thought the new version doesn't
go out until next week...

HANK
Naw, but these bugs are tricky. |
gotta use ny nouth on this one --
it takes forever, but it's the only
way to do it right, and she'l
t hank me when |I' m done, so..

CLACKETY- CLACK. Cheryl watches, amazed... And ki nda aroused.

CHERYL
K. Talk to you | ater then.

HANK
Yeah, | ater.

She wal ks away, in SHOCK. In an instant, Floyd appears at her
el bow, WALKI NG her back to her cube.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

FLOYD
So that was fun

CHERYL
VWhat the hell was...?

FLOYD
(i nterrupting)
| need you to do it again.

CHERYL
VWhat ?

FLOYD
After he fixes this bug. At |unch.

CHERYL' S CUBE - CONTI NUOUS

Cheryl sits, getting pissed. Debra watches themconme in

CHERYL
Why, Fl oyd?

FLOYD
FOR SCI ENCE. Look, Cheryl... You
are the hottest wonan in statistics
and research... Sorry, Debra...

Debra shoots hima | ook of RAW CONTEMPT.

FLOYD ( CONT' D)
So aren't you as curious as | am
why he didn't pee hinself over you?

Tenpt ed. . .
FLOYD ( CONT' D)
Bet you five dollars.
I NT. OFFI CE, BREAK ROOM - LATER 7

Hank nukes up his lunch, CALM SMLING Cheryl SLIDES up..

CHERYL
Hi .

... And he goes deer in headlights.

HANK
Uh. ..

CHERYL

Are you going to the Rockefellers
show t hi s Saturday?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

HANK
GQuh fliggit...

Cheryl SMLES. This is the reaction she's used to.

CHERYL
Because I'd love to go. Wuld you
t ake ne?

FI oyd BURSTS i n.

Yes.

She wal ks

HANK
Hozza whi bby. Whuggit... Yes,
pl ease... | nmean, yes...
FLOYD

Okay, good. Enough. Both of you,
conference room Now.

HANK

What ?
FLOYD

He said yes, right?
HANK

(to Cheryl)
This was a set-up?
FLOYD CHERYL
No.

CHERYL

Conf erence room you say?
ahead. Once she's out of earshot...

HANK
Not cool, Fl oyd.

FLOYD
Dude, she's worked here two years.
Don't sit on your coat and conplain
that you're cold.

I NT. OFFI CE, CONFERENCE ROOM - LATER

8

Fl oyd |l ectures as Hank sits next to himon a TALL STOOL |i ke

a nedi cal

speci nen.

FLOYD
...s0 his logical left cerebra
hem sphere is overly devel oped.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

FLOYD( CONT' D)

This is ideal for progranmng --
hence our subject's profession --
but highly detrinental for
interacting with the opposite sex.
Because the stress of an attractive
female in his environment puts his
left brain in overdrive -- what
shoul d he say? Is he funny? Is his
breat h okay? But when his |eft
brain is occupi ed, by, say, a bug
in his code, the creative processes
of the right brain are free to
pl ay.

(beat)
And Hank's right brain is a PUSSY.
MAGNET.

CHERYL
Ni ce.

FLOYD
No offense. But with his right
brain, he's ONE slick with the
| adi es and TWDO doesn't care how
they react. And indifference is the
di fference.

CHERYL
| don't see the point of this...

FLOYD
(bui | di ng excitenent)
The PONT? It is our obligation to
the world of nmen to figure out how
this works! | build the hardware.
Hank wites the code, and you'l
study the results.

HANK
I|"mnot. ..

FLOYD
(i nterrupting)
FOR SCI ENCE!

CHERYL
On conpany tinme?

FLOYD
YES. DUH

BEG N MONTAGE

a HOT WOMAN.

9

Bef ore a panel of male Coworkers, Floyd shows a picture of

( CONTI NUED)



10

11

12

CONTI NUED:

Each Coworker wites a NUMBER on a yellow | egal pad and shows
Fl oyd what he's witten. Floyd | ooks aside to Cheryl, who
carefully wites the results.

- Hank at his conputer. The HOT WOVAN fl| ashes on one side of
his screen, and a bl ock of code appears on the other. There's
a PLASTIC CUFF on his wist with wires trailing to the USB
port. Sone Coworkers | ook in, curious.

FIl oyd dabs Hank's forehead and feeds hi m Mountai n Dew t hrough
a straw.

- Cheryl exam nes a spreadsheet, concerned. Debra pulls out a
list of nunbers and PO NTS to a m stake. Cheryl corrects it
in the conmputer, and the two H GH FI VE and CHEST- BUWP.

END MONTAGE
I NT. OFFI CE, CONFERENCE ROOM - ANOTHER DAY 10

Cheryl brings up a PowerPoint presentation. Entering, Floyd
and Hank find binders in their chairs. Behind them Debra and
all the Coworkers file in.

Here's the FIRST SLIDE -- "The Hank Effect: The Sci ence of
Not Paying Attention."

I NT. OFFICE - SAME TI ME 11
The fl oor is EMPTY. Sonmewhere, a phone RINGS incessantly.

I NT. OFFI CE, CONFERENCE ROOM - LATER 12
Cheryl stands in front of a graph of VERY MESSY data points.

CHERYL
Once variations in environnment were
accounted for, the data took the
expect ed shape. . .

She shows tighter points on a SINUSO DAL GRAPH. She points to
the near-linear portion in the mddle.

CHERYL ( CONT' D)
It isinthis area that the
i nteraction between attracti on and
di straction has the optiml effect.
If we | ook at a graph of the
indi fference differential...

She shows a BELL CURVE and points to the peak.

( CONTI NUED)



10.
CONTI NUED:

CHERYL ( CONT' D)
We can determ ne exactly what Hank
has to think about in order to talk
to a hot chick

FLOYD
What is your reconmendation?

CHERYL
A field test. Imrediately.

Everyone STARES.

CHERYL ( CONT' D)
| MVEDI ATELY!

EXT. GROCERY STORE - AFTERNOON

Fl oyd, Cheryl and Debra HURRY to hide behind the potatoes as
Hank approaches the HOTTEST WOMAN I N THE FI LM

Debra has a pair of bird-watching binoculars. As they settle
in, Floyd and Debra realize they're way too close to each
ot her, and SHI FT APART, unconfortable.

In front of them Hank takes a BREATH.

HANK
(to hinself)
Recursion requires a call to itself
and a conpl etion case...

He sidles up to HOTTEST WOMAN I N THE FI LM at the APPLE STAND
She keeps picking up apples and putting them down,
unsati sfi ed.

Hank points to one sitting by itself.

HANK ( CONT' D)
Pick this one.

HOTTEST WOMAN I N THE FI LM
Oh yeah?

HANK

Definitely. I know a good appl e
when | see one.

She picks it up. Looks pretty good..
HANK ( CONT' D)

It's the ones that stand out that
never seemto get noticed.

( CONTI NUED)



11.
CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

VWHAMMO. She SM LES at him ammzed.
HANK ( CONT' D)
(putting out his hand)
H, |I'm Hank.

HOTTEST WOMAN I N THE FI LM
"' m Anber .

Wat chi ng, Floyd and Debra H G4+ FIVE. Cheryl forces a smle
EXT. GROCERY STORE PARKI NG LOT - LATER 13

FIl oyd CLAPS Hank on the shoul der and gives Debra a SQUEEZE.
Cheryl |urks behind, unhappy.

FLOYD
Oh, man, we're going to nmake so
much noney offa this...

CHERYL
So, uh... You gonna call her?
HANK
| dunno... But Saturday we're still

on for the Rockefellers, right?

CHERYL
You don't have to...

HANK
I wouldn't mss it.

I NT. I NDI E ROCK BAR - NI GHT 14

The crowd bubbles with anticipation. Near the front, Hank
NUDGES Cheryl .

HANK
If | never said... Thank you for
all your help... with stuff.

CHERYL
O course. For science.

The Rockefellers cone out -- two-tone, skinny ties. The crowd
EXPLODES as they rip into the CATCH EST SKA SONG EVER

Everybody starts DANCI NG but Cheryl.

HANK
You don't dance?

( CONTI NUED)



12.
CONTI NUED:

CHERYL
Oh... No... It's enbarrassing...

HANK
Cone on... Nobody's watching...

She tries -- and she's off-beat, awkward, and HORRI BLE
The Rockefellers' LEAD SI NGER notices and CRI NGES.
Hank FROMNS. Then he gets an idea..

HANK ( CONT' D)
How s your new project going?
CHERYL
The project? Ch, | guess... it's
interesting, but it's going to be a
real bear. W' ve got these crazy
outliers that mght qualify as
quirks, but it's...

As she speaks, she starts to DANCE BETTER! She stops m d-
sentence i n AVAZEMENT.

Hank noves in to dance with her..

HANK
.for Nless than array length...

And she noves to dance with him..
CHERYL

...for p-values less than point oh

five...
And they whirl around the floor Iike professional dancers.
He TURNS her, and she SPINS around into his arns.
Thrilled, she KISSES him He KISSES right back.
They separate, GRINNING | i ke fools, and dance away.
In the back of the bar, watching, Floyd and Debra CLINK beer
bottles. They throw back their beers, chuck their bottles,
and start MAKI NG OUT |i ke hyenas.
And the band plays on...

END



